
 

 

 

Marking Scheme                                                                                  For Examination June 2023 

 

 

Paper 1 : Reading and Writing 

 

2 hours 

 

 

Exercise 1  

  

NOTE: The answers here are examples only. Markers should credit any reasonable alternative. (FS) 

means that a full sentence is expected. Candidates can copy words from the text.  

  

1. (FS) That most ghost experiences have natural explanations.   

2. a (respected) (national) newspaper.  

3. 40/forty %/per cent. 

4.  (FS) They had no religious belief and no belief in a life after death.  

5. (a)  pareidolia  

(b) (Because) We/Humans are a social species   

6. (It was carried out) in a laboratory.  

7. a fraction of a second.  

8. unconscious fraud.  

9. (FS) We must keep an open mind.  

 

 

  

Exercise 2  

Question  Answer  Justification  

(i)  E “Like Black, Brunton approaches the matter with tongue firmly in 
cheek.”  

(ii)  A  “The term [open-source] originated with computer software, but it is 
now applied to other media”  

(iii)  C  “…imagining the reactions of … Zaitian, the Guangxu Emperor of China” 

(iv)  D  “Wells, who trained as a science teacher …”  

(v)  B “… or the appalling 2019 BBC TV version.”  

(vi)  F “which bravely destroys some fighting machines”  

(vii)  A  “…as Michael Moorcock did with his secret agent Jerry Cornelius in the 
1970s”  
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(viii)  F “The author C A Powell has published a series of novels”  

(ix)  E “Brunton dates the war as occurring in 1895, while Wells states very 
clearly in chapter one that the fictional conflict happened “early in 
the twentieth Century”  

(x)  E  “… Wells states very clearly in chapter five that the fictional conflict 
happened “early in the twentieth Century”.  

  

  

Exercise 3  

A possible example  

  

Behaviour around airports  

  

How should fans of aircraft behave at airports? First, the property and needs of other people should 

be respected. This includes ensuring that all rubbish is taken home, because it is a serious hazard 

to planes. We also need to be careful on the roads and make sure that there are no traffic 

accidents. When other people post photos on social media, we should be polite and not criticise 

them unless the group is a photography group. We must also make sure we respect the privacy of 

other people.    

Content  

Marks  Description  

0  No work or completely irrelevant work (for example, a direct copy of the text or a 
description of the candidates own opinion introducing new information)  

1-2  The candidate has attempted the task, but has only summarised part of the text 
and/or substantially failed to meet or exceed the minimum word limit and/or relied 
too much on the text.  

3-4  The candidate has written at least 80 words. They may have gone slightly over 
the word limit of 90 words. All the text is addressed, but there may be problems 
with organisation/coherence.    

5-6  The work is within the word limits and includes a suitable title  

  

Style and accuracy  

Marks  Description  

0  No work  

1-2  The work is limited to short notes not in sentence form AND/OR frequent SPAG 
errors that make the writing very difficult to understand. Vocabulary is limited to 
that of the text.  

3-4  The candidate writes in full sentences. There may be some SPAG errors, but 
these do not significantly interfere with comprehension.  For 4 marks, the 
candidate must also have attempted to use synonyms in paraphrasing.   

5-6  The candidate writes using complex sentences in a clear form. SPAG errors are 
occasional and minor and have no impact on comprehension (5 marks) or the 
work is free of such errors (6 marks). The candidate demonstrates a frequent 
ability to use synonyms within the constraints of the task.   

   



Writing Exercises 4 and 5 

Marks Description 

0 No work or completely irrelevant / incomprehensible work.  

1-3 The writing requires great effort on the part of the reader. It is unclear and lacks 
detail. Points are frequently unclear or ambiguous. It is only occasionally 
relevant. The work shows a lack of organisation. The candidate writes in note 
form (1 mark) or simple sentences (2-3 marks). The candidate uses only a limited 
range of vocabulary. There are frequent spelling, punctuation and grammatical 
errors.  The candidate has substantially failed to meet the minimum word 
requirement (writing fewer than 150 words). 

4-6 The text can be read but causes some strain to the reader. Points are frequently 
irrelevant and/or expressed with a lack of clarity. Expression may be somewhat 
inarticulate. Writing is poorly organised without paragraphs and with a minimal 
and repetitive use of linking devices. The candidate attempts to use their own 
words, but there is a significant portion of vocabulary that is taken from the text. 
The candidate writes using simple sentences with limited grammar. The word 
limit has been substantially met (no fewer than 150 words and no more than 220) 
words). There are a number of problems of spelling, punctuation or grammar, 
and these sometimes obfuscate the intended meaning. 

7-9 The writing is easy to read with minimal effort. Points are mostly relevant and 
generally expressed clearly, concisely and fluently with only occasional 
shortcomings.  There are a few ideas, generally well-defined and with an attempt 
at development and with attempts at illustrative images but possibly only a 
narrow focus. The candidate uses paragraphs and generally attempts to use 
complex sentences and suitable linking devices with varying degrees of success. 
Vocabulary is varied and used accurately and appropriately, but there may be a 
slight degree of repetition. The candidate attempts to use a range of grammatical 
structures usually accurately. The minimum word limit has been observed and 
the maximum word limit exceeded by no more than 10 per cent (i.e. 220 words). 
There are numerous problems of spelling or punctuation occasionally obfuscating 
meaning but with little overall effect. 

10-11 The writing is very easy to read. All points are relevant and expressed clearly, 
concisely and fluently. Ideas are frequent, well-defined and developed with 
images creating a convincing overall picture with varieties of focus. The writing is 
organised using complex sentences, paragraphs and suitable linking devices 
with only occasional and inconsequential errors. Vocabulary is varied and usually 
used accurately and appropriately. The candidate uses a range of grammatical 
structures accurately. The word limit has been observed. There are only very 
occasional and inconsequential problems of spelling or punctuation. 

12 The writing is very easy to read. All points are relevant and expressed clearly, 
concisely and fluently. Ideas are frequent, well-defined and developed with 
images creating a convincing overall picture with varieties of focus. The writing is 
organised using complex sentences, paragraphs and suitable linking devices. 
Vocabulary is varied and always used accurately and appropriately. The 
candidate uses a range of grammatical structures accurately. The word limit has 
been observed. There are no problems of spelling or punctuation. 

 



 

Paper 2 : Listening 

 

50 minutes 

 

 

Exercise 1  

    

1  platform four/4 

2 (in)(about) thirty/30 (minutes/m)  

3  acknowledge (the) message 

4 Canada (and) Japan 

5 6/six  

6  ten-minutes’ walk  

7 rubber bands 

8 four pounds 

 

  

Exercise 2  

9 B 

10 B 

11 A 

12 C 

13 C 

14  A 

15 B 

16  C 

  

 Exercise 3  

17 G 

18  A 

19 C 

20 E 

21 B 

22  F 

  

 Exercise 4  

23 B 

24 A 

25 C 

26 A 

27 B 

  



Exercise 5  

28 leap years 

29 26/twenty-six 

30 Austrian 

31 (childhood) obesity 

32 developed nations 

33 media centre 

34 10,000/ten thousand 

35 African continent 

36 gymnastics 

37 (balance) beam 

38 grandparents 

39 British team 

40 England flag 

  

 

Paper 3 : Speaking 

 

10 minutes 

 

 

Mark Grammatical range Vocabulary range Coherence & Fluency 

0 No comprehensible 
response 

No comprehensible 
response 

No comprehensible 
response 

1-2 Responses are attempted, 
but communication rarely 
achieved. 

The candidate’s 
vocabulary is insufficient 
to convey straightforward 
concepts. 

Responses are very brief. 
Hesitations are frequent 
and disruptive. 
Pronunciation and 
intonation obfuscate 
communication. 

3-4 Very simple, limited 
structures are employed.  

Errors impinge on 
communication. 

A restricted range of 
vocabulary is used. There 
is difficulty in conveying 
simple ideas. The 
candidate repeats words 
or hesitates searching for 
words. 

The candidate is unwilling 
to go beyond responses, 
brief and widely spaced 
responses without coaxing.  

Pronunciation and 
intonation cause some 
communication difficulty. 

5-6 Simple structures are used 
confidently, but there is an 
apparent unwillingness to 
attempt more demanding 
structures. 

A sufficient range of 
vocabulary is used for the 
clear conveyance of 
simple ideas and 
information, but with 
mixed success. 

The candidate makes an 
attempt to respond to 
questions and prompts. 

Effort is needed to develop 
the conversation.  



 

Pronunciation and 
intonation are not always 
accurate, but the candidate 
can be understood. 

7-8 A range of structures that 
are generally accurate are 
used with some 
confidence. Errors are 
mostly concerned with 
attempts to employ more 
complex sentences. 

A sufficient range of 
vocabulary is employed to 
convey information and 
ideas with competence 
and some confidence. 

The candidate responds 
relevantly and at length, 
using some original ideas.  

Pronunciation and 
intonation are generally 
clear. 

9-10 A range of structures are 
used accurately, 
consistently and 
confidently.  

A sufficient range of 
vocabulary is used to 
respond with precision. 
Some nuance is achieved 
and sophisticated ideas 
communicated. 

The sustained ability to 
maintain and contribute to a 
conversation is shown. 

The candidate responds to 
changes of direction in the 
conversation, demonstrates 
the ability to expand and 
develop the topic and 
contribute original ideas. 

Pronunciation and 
intonation are clear. 

 

 


